
other people and to become more aware of these 
everyday situations. Also is sometimes time spent 
together a greater key to people’s hearts than any 
other missionary format. It is a different way to bring 
across the message that we find at the end of our 
passage: Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.” (V. 9-10)

I would like to accept the challenge and be inspired 
by this mission that can even reach a 

person through their palate.  It can just as 
well be a phone call at first: “Hi, I would 

like to visit you. When do you have 
time?” Or a WhatsApp message all 

Corona conform: “I just had to 
think about you, can I call you 
tonight?”

Let‘s spin this idea today: How 
would it change your church, if 

mission was to happen in terms of 
everyday fellowship over a plate of 

food and looking after one‘s neighbor? 
– Unusual? Maybe also unthinkable? 

– Sometimes unthinkable things are the key to a 
whole new idea.

I wish you a blessed Passion and Easter time!

Sincerely yours,

Ulrich Mang
Director Social Missionary Services

www.ec-indienhilfe.de
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In the last two newsletter we have been reflecting 
more closely on the story of Jesus and 

Zacchaeus. Today I want to conclude the 
series. In Luke 19: 5-10 we read that Jesus 

invites himself as a guest. “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay 
at your house today” (verse 5). He 
invites himself to a stranger. That‘s 

pretty intrusive. And yet it is a mission 
of a different kind. With this „intrusive 

mission“ Jesus challenges my idea of 
mission. Jesus wants to spend time, have 

fellowship with that stranger – 
Zacchaeus. 

 At first glance I would say, “you can‘t 
do something like that,” but then I 
start wondering myself – somehow 
it seems so simple and yet not.

Somehow it‘s awesome, because 
the big “repentance speech” doesn‘t 
come. At least our passage doesn‘t 
describe any of that. Rather, people 
sit or lie down at the table. Instead of 
words calling for repentance, just a normal 
conversation takes place.

The person is being focused on in a different way, 
but without being put on the spot. Here Jesus shows 
his love in a different way by giving time and paying 
attention.

What can I learn from this „ intrusive mission“? – First 
of all: Mission starts with everyday things, with very 
fundamental things. In this story - the food. What 
I have learned, is the attention that Jesus gave to 

"Mission Intrusive“"Mission Intrusive“
Jesus and Zacchaeus



Do You Have  Do You Have  
Postage Stamps?Postage Stamps?

Every one of you gets letter mail!  
With the stamps on the envelopes you  

can support our work. 

For many years a friend of CE has 
been collecting stamped Stamps. The 
proceeds of these brands flows directly 

into our work.  

Our requests: 
 Collect stamped stamps. 

 Promote it in your communities  
and counties. 

 Then send the stamps to us. 
We pass them on collectively.  

Thank you very much!

 
YOUR SUPPORT HELPS CHILDREN  
AND STUDENTS IN OUR PROJECTS:
IBAN DE50 5206 0410 0000 8003 25  • BIC GENODEF1EK1 • Evangelische Bank eG

or online via our website www.ec-indienhilfe.de

Loving greetings to you in the 
matchless name of our Lord and sa-
vior Jesus Christ!

As I enter into another year 2022,  I 
can only thank our Lord for having 
brought all our hostel girls and my 
family safe all through the last two 
years 2020 & 2021 in the midst of 
uncertainties. When I look back my 
heart is filled with deep gratitude for 
God’s protection, provision, grate-
fulness and guidance. He is a faith-
ful Lord who promised to be with us 
even unto the end of the age,  won-
derfully and miraculously keeping us 
safe.  

On 17th March 2020, I got a message 
that all Educational institutions all 
over the country will remain closed 
till further notice. The experience 
was very different, silence all over, no 
sound of the vehicle or the sight of 
human beings on the road.  Then the 
words - quarantine, isolation & soci-
al distance etc. became frequently 
used, which we never experienced 
before. My prayer to God: never to 
have a situation like this again. 

But we looked ahead with HOPE 
and the former “routine of life” had 
to be adjusted to the new circum-
stances.   Children had to attend on-
line classes and all the activities to 
be within the hostel premises. The 
government child welfare depart-
ment was very kind to us and sanc-
tioned the below for the use of our 
girls, which helped them to attend 
the lessons online. 

Our team had a lot of time for 
self-reflection, fun, playtime, devo-
tions, fellowship and joy together as 
a family.  The girls spent a lot of time 
on extra curricular activities such as 
competitions, debate, quiz time etc. 

The JOY and HOPE multiplied when 
Indienhilfe came forward to give 

each child’s family and 
the neighborhood a food 
kit with nutritious food 
items.    

The girls are growing 
up well and work 
hard to do well aca-

demically.  The photo-
graphs are an evidence of 

the life of Hope even in dif-
ficult times.

With regards 

Srikanta Barik
Child facilitator

By His Grace Alone We Have HopeBy His Grace Alone We Have Hope

P
ay

P
al

! Please note !

Gift MoneyGift Money
So far sponsors could send additional 
gift money for Christmas or birthdays. 
On behalf of the children: Thank you!

Unfortunately, the transfer of these 
gifts within India has become more 

difficult.

We therefore ask for your co-operati-
on. Please send from now on the “mo-
ney gifts” for your godchild only once 
a year. We recommend for one larger 
amount of money instead of several 

smaller amounts. This single amount 
can easily be forwarded. Thank you for 

your understanding!

If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact us.

Srikanta Barik and  her husband Subasini



A group of volunteers from Saxony 
and I set off for Lithuania during the 
night. After a nearly 14-hour drive we 
reach on the eve of December 17th 
the children‘s home in Šakiai and 
are welcomed by the senior pastor 
Virginijus Kelertas and his wife Dai-
va. After dinner we all unload around 
80 Christmas packages, which we 
have brought with. In the children‘s 
home around 30 young people are 
accommodated in „families“. In rea-
lity, of course, these aren‘t families, 
but a kind of shared flats in which 
the young people feel at home. In 
addition, there are about twelve di-
sabled people and 15 children in day 
care. This year, for the first time sin-
ce I took up my duties, I am taking 
part in the annual trip to Lithuania. 
This trip always takes place during 
the Advent season to distribute 
Christmas presents to local resi-
dents and employees. In addition, 
this year a new van, which was also 
supported by a donations from Chri-

stian Endeavor, will be 
handed over. With 

around 500,000 ki-
lometers, the old 

van was „get-
ting old“.

The following 
day Johannes 

Kunze, who has 
been responsible for 

the practical work as-
signments, and I go to Kretinga to 
meet Rūta Šulskienė. She is a volun-
teer in youth work for the Lutheran 
Church in Lithuania. Over food we 
talk about perspectives of youth and 
Christian youth work in Lithuania. 
Protestant Christians in the country 
only make up 0.3 percent. After the 
meal, we visit a youth center that is 
in the process of construction. The 

goal is to talk about a possible coo-
peration between CE and the Luthe-
ran Church of Lithuania in the field 
of youth work. 

The following day I am invited to 
preach at two services. The first ser-
vice is at 12 noon in a small woo-
den church in Sudargas, a small 
town about four kilometers from 
the Russian border. This church was 
dismantled years ago in Visbek/Ger-
many and rebuilt in Lithuania. The 
minority of the evangelical Christi-
ans in the country is also evident in 

this place. In addition to the German 
delegation, the pastor and his wife, 
there is only one other older lady at 
the service. Young families have - so 
I am told- almost no prospects in 
this village, since there are no facili-
ties for children and young people. 
The schools and kindergartens were 
closed years ago, families leave the 
rural periphery and mostly settle in 
the urban centers of the country. 
The second service takes place in 
the church in Šakiai, which is part of 
the children’s home. The service is 
very well attended by young people, 
employees and their families. After 
the service we distribute the gifts 

from Germany to the „families“. On 
Monday, Johannes Kunze and I are 
going to the Lithuanian capital of 
Vilnius to meet the Lutheran Bishop 
of Lithuania, Mindaugas Sabutis. I 
also talk to him about the situation 
of the church and youth in Lithuania 
and a possible cooperation. He exp-
lains about the great tension which 
the small Lutheran Church goes th-
rough. In principle, the bishop clear-
ly indicates to me that he is open to 
further the youth work, but financial 
resources are limited because and 
therefore also staff. On the last day of 
our trip I spend time with the young 
people in the home and explore the 
area and Šakiai. I am impressed by 
the openness of the young people 
to get to know the “new guy”. At the 
same time, I recognize the challenge 
that employees face when dealing 
with young people. I am particu-
larly struck by the love with which 

the employees treat the young peo-
ple.

Ulrich Mang

A Trip To Lithuania – December 2021A Trip To Lithuania – December 2021

Please notice!!!Please notice!!!
Plannings are on for the next 

WCEU Convention  

July 19th-23rd 2023  
in Mücke/Flensunger Hof, 

Germany 

Theme: 
Empower-Make  

the Planet Shake.

Registration and more 
information will follow  

in 2022 

Šakiai is located in 
southwestern Lithuania.  

There has been a partner- 
ship with the parish, the  

regional church community and 
the EC-Brünlos (Saxony) since 1996.  

A few years ago SMS entered 
into a cooperation by  

supporting the children‘s 
home in Šakiai. 



Greetings From Nepal Greetings From Nepal 

Ulrich Mang  
Director Social  
Missionary Services 
Phone	 +49 561 4095-114
Fax	 +49 561 4095-214

Helen Nortjé  
Sponsorship program 
coordinator  
Phone	+49 561 4095-111 
Fax 	 +49 561 4095-211

info@ec-indienhilfe.de
www.ec-indienhilfe.de
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Informiere dich und melde dich an unter  
www.ec-indienhilfe.de/just-people-kurs/

Manisha Limbu

19.04. | 17.05. | 21.06. | 19.07. | 20.09. | 18.10. | 22.11. | 20.12. 
online über Zoomonly in German


